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Who We Are!
“If I love myself, I love you. If I love you,  
I love myself.”
~ Rumi 
“I am that which Thou art. Thou art that 
which I am.” 
…We are one.”
~ Essential Ernest Holmes p. 36

Founded in 1974, East Bay Church of 
Religious Science is a Center for Spiritual 
Living located in Oakland, CA. Our center 
membership includes 250 active members 
and 38 professional Religious Science 
Practitioners who are committed to 
spiritual practice, spiritual activism  
and the spiritual transformation of the 
entire planet.

Our Mission
The East Bay Church of Religious Science 
is dedicated to the spiritual transformation 
of the entire planet. We are committed to 
being a point of empowerment allowing 
Spirit to direct every thought, word, deed, 
and action for personal transformation.

Our purpose is to serve as a spiritual 
development center by making available 
the knowledge and practice of the 
Science of Mind to all people by fostering 
their spiritual, cultural and general 
well being, and to provide facilities for 
public worship, spiritual education and 
fellowship.

We are a progressive and ethnically diverse 
congregation, with a reputation as a very 
loving community. 87% of our congregation 
is female. 77% of our congregation is over 
the age of 50.

To support the successful operations of our 
spiritual community, we have 10 paid part-
time staff members including:

	 ■ 1 Interim Minister

 ■ 1 Assistant Minister

 ■ 2 Staff Ministers

 ■ 1 Property Manager

 ■  3 Choir Directors/Musicians and 
2 Soloists

“Our purpose is to serve as a spiritual development 
center by making available the knowledge and 
practice of the Science of Mind...”



210 Members 236 Visitors

ECCLESIASTICAL LEADERSHIP

GLOBAL PRESENCE

COMMUNITY EVENT PARTICIPATION

2021 ANNUAL GROSS REVENUE

$421,108

Fundraisers
Latino Ministry
Education

4 Ministers 35 Practitioners

7 Practitioners Emeritus (20+ years)

4%
1%

2%

20,894
Virtual 

Sunday Service

2,000
Morning Prayer

100+
Sacred Activism

Community Engagement
780

Mid-week Service

9,498
Mid-day Meditation

200
Latino Ministry

1,032
Sacred Service

Our Reach Across 6 Continents

2

Our Expanded Community
Dedicated to the Spiritual Transformation 

of the entire planet

“...250 active members and 

38 professional Religious 

Science Practitioners who 

are committed to spiritual 

practice, spiritual activism  

and the spiritual 

transformation of the 

entire planet.”
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Our Focus
“Faith without works is dead.”
~ James 2:26

We teach and practice the Science of Mind, offering 1-3 accredited 
CSL courses each quarter and regularly offering non-accredited 
courses and workshops.

One way we contribute to a world that works for everyone is 
through service. EBCRS has several thriving sacred services and 
Professional Practitioner-led ministries serving congregants, their 
families and communities throughout Oakland, the Bay Area and 
internationally. EBCRS holds sacred service in high value and a 
multitude of opportunities are offered for engagement, upliftment 
and volunteerism.

Pastoral Care

The Pastoral Care ministry offers affirmative prayer, Spiritual Mind 
Treatment and compassionate support to our congregants and 
their families by knowing the Truth of wholeness when faced with 
life-changing events. 

Licensed Practitioner Core

Our Licensed Spiritual Practitioners help individuals make changes 
in their lives by making changes in their consciousness. The 
fundamental tool of the practitioner is a form of affirmative prayer 
called Spiritual Mind Treatment. Practitioners are specifically 
trained to shift consciousness on behalf of and for the individual 
through the use of this tool.

Our Ministries

“Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask 

what makes you come alive, and go 

do it. Because what the world needs 

is people who have come alive.

~ Howard Thurman
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to provide culturally relevant 
services in a compassionate, 
non-judgmental environment 
and facilitate transformative 
practices that instill values, 
guidance, and character 
building.

Women’s Empowerment 
Ministry

We are dedicated to 
creating a safe space for 
peace, empowerment, 
and unconditional Love by 
capturing the Spiritual energy 
of praying women. Our door 
is the portal to a confidential 
non-judgmental environment 
where we Affirm, Support, 
and Empower all women. Each 
month a different woman 
facilitator  brings important 
life topics that raise women’s 
vibrations.

Bookstore Ministry

Between the Lines Bookstore  
is a ministry dedicated to  
providing the community  
with a consistent source of  
current and classic spiritual 
reading material. 

Education Ministry

The Education Ministry is 
dedicated to teaching spiritual 
principles by offering Science 
of Mind classes as an exciting 
and contemporary educational 
model through which learners 
fully experience the reality of 
their being. Several workshops 
and classes are offered 
throughout the year in addition 
the Core Curriculum classes.

Volunteer Ministry

The volunteer ministry allows 
congregants to enhance their 
leadership skills in service to the 
congregation and community, 
while experiencing the personal 
reward of sharing their gifts and 
talents in service to others.

Men’s Ministry

We passionately commit to 
promoting unity, safety, and 
trust among men who are 
committed to continuing 
growth and personal 
development within our Church, 
all faith-based institutions and 
the greater community and 

Health and Wellness 
Ministry

The mission of the Health 
and Wellness Ministry is to 
promote healthy lifestyle 
choices and practices to 
enhance the quality of life 
for congregants by providing 
health information, interactive 
workshops and resources 
focusing on awareness, 
education, prevention, services 
and referral.

Garden Ministry

East Bay is blessed with 
beautiful grounds which 
invite many possibilities. 
The combination of rich soil, 
wonderful sun exposure, and 
powerful prayers spoken on 
our land has resulted in thriving 
plants that are very happy to 
live in our garden. Sit, relax 
and reflect. This was originally 
Ohlone Indigenous land.

Music Ministry

Through harmony, rhythm, 
and spirit, the East Bay 
Church of Religious Science 
Music Ministry brings joy to 

all. We are committed to the 
transformation of the entire 
planet by sharing soulful, 
heartfelt, spiritual music. The 
East Bay Church of Religious 
Science music ministry was 
founded in 1981. Our 60-
plus member music ministry 
includes one of the first mass 
choirs established within the 
Centers for Spiritual Living 
Global Ministries.

Choirs and Choruses:

	 ■	  International Mass Choir

	 ■	 Men’s Chorus

	 ■	 Women’s Chorus

Beacon of Light  
Prison Ministry

The Prison Ministry is dedicated 
to supporting and empowering 
individuals by uplifting all 
impacted by incarceration 
with dignity, respect, and 
love. Our goal is to serve as 
a safe and non-judgmental 
space to support positive new 
beginnings.
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We provide  resource information to all 
transitioning from incarceration to their 
communities, by providing information 
on employment, housing, medical, food 
pantries, counseling, and other resources.

Youth and Family Ministry

East Bay Youth and Family Ministry is a 
sacred space for families to grow and thrive. 
In youth church, we use the CSL Youth 
Curriculum, as well as other resources that 
we feel are appropriate for the spiritual 
development of our young people. We tailor 
a program designed for the needs of all 
children based on their age/grade. 

Sacred Activism Ministry

In July 2020 the Sacred Activism Ministry 
(SAM) was launched to expand programs 
and services of EBCRS to empower and 
uplift residents of Oakland and neighboring 
communities. SAM kicked off with Voter 
registration education and activities and a 
civics workshop.

Latino Ministry

Centros de la Vida Espiritual Norte de  
California — Northern California Centers  
for Spiritual Living

The Latino Ministry thrives at EBCRS. A 
monthly service is provided on the third 

Sunday of every month. Congregants 
are invited to meditative services and 
uplifting topics. We are a community of 
inclusion for spiritual and mental growth in 
compassionate action. We are co-creating 
a world that works for everyone and to live 
intentionally. We have Spanish-speaking 
and bi-cultural professional practitioners in 
Science of Mind. 

Technology Ministry

The Technology Ministry helps to transform 
our community and the planet by expanding 
our spiritual reach through technology. 
Our mission is to share the East Bay 
experience and teachings through various 
channels meeting the diverse needs of 
our community. These include but are not 
limited to social media, online newsletter 
subscriptions, live streaming and more. 

With enhanced audio-visual capabilities, 
we have expanded our reach through social 
media, ensuring that the overall technical 
infrastructure of EBCRS is solid and user 
friendly. Through the use of technology we 
have become a global community. 

The Community Outreach Ministry

Our mission is to expand the consciousness 
of love in form and universal unity through 
prayer, direct support, and service. 
The Community Outreach Ministry is a 
focused-response program and has grown 
significantly the last 10 years. We partner 
with many organizations in our efforts to 
serve the larger Bay Area Communities. 
Some of our work includes: Blessing Bags, 
Village of Love, Thanksgiving Day, Holiday 
Adoption and Annual Blanket Drive. See the 
infographic on page 7 to see our impact!

“The highest truth cannot be put into 
words. Therefore the greatest teacher 
has nothing to say. He simply gives  
himself in service, and never worries.” 

~ Lao Tzu
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EBCRS Community Non-Profit Partners
We also partner with and support several community based organizations in order to 
broaden our impact. Below is a description of a few of our important partnerships.

Laney Community College

CARE Program! The Cooperative Agencies 
Resource for Education (CARE) program 
includes EOPS (Extended Opportunity 
Programs and Services) students who are also 
single parents who receive public assistance. 
The Primary purpose of CARE is to assist 
students in achieving their educational goals 
through academic support. The program 

can provide academic counseling, child 
care, tutoring, book vouchers, educational 
supplies, meal cards, and or bus passes to 
eligible students.

East Bay Church of Religious Science has 
been a key contributor in this effort for 
over 11+ years. It has provided groceries, 
gift cards, and gifts to over 50+ families a 
year, and over 500 families in the span of 

our partnership. Our members gift these 
families anywhere from $100 - $1000 
during the holidays.

Temescal Business District

Village of Love!  In Partnership with the 
Temescal Business District, we have 
hosted 2 Service Fairs for the Community 
providing: showers, hot food, clothes, 
coats, shoes and shelter resources.



2000+ bottles of water

1500+ bags of wipes 

500+ pairs of socks
$5,340

East Bay Financial Donations

200 SOM magazines

26 Welcome Home bags to YSA

Personally delivered 
5000 pounds of food 
to East Bay Community 
Members in Alameda 
and West Contra 
Costa Counties

Thank You For Supporting Our Community Outreach Ministry
You Made a Difference!

Our Homeless Encampment Outreach serves the following areas:
Oakland: 45th Street, 34Th & Peralta, Mosswood Park, 6th Street,
East 12Th, and 23rd Ave.
Berkeley: Frontage Road/University, Seabreeze/University, 
People’s Park
Emeryville: Shellmound/Ashby Exit

11,500 Blessing Bags 
from March 2020 - March 2021

Supported 35 Families
Thanksgiving, Laney & Community

Adopted 38 Families Christmas 
Laney and Community

6 Sleeping Bags Donation 
From Kimberly Satterfield

9 Comforters Donation from  
Manuel and Lynn Mendoza

7 Blankets Donation from Rebecca 
Clemons and various members

Approx. 200 toiletries bags 
Donation from Gloria Lockett 

and Kuwaza Imara
w w w . e b c r s . o r g
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F.A.C.E.S. of the East Bay

The mission of Family Art Culture Education 
Spirituality (F.A.C.E.S.) is to provide holistic, 
integrated programs and services that 
enhance and empower individuals and 
families throughout the East Bay.

In 1998, the leaders of East Bay Church of 
Religious Science established F.A.C.E.S. 
as a 501c3 California non-profit benefit 

corporation. The goal was for F.A.C.E.S. 
to provide programs and services to 
uplift, empower and enhance the lives of 
disadvantaged community members. Since 
its inception F.A.C.E.S. has mobilized and 
collaborated with city, state and federal 
agencies and commissions; community-
based arts, health, and social change 
organizations; educational institutions; 
public and private funders; the service 
groups of faith-based organizations and 

Our ministries and partnerships have impact. Some of our recent 
accomplishments include:

talented individuals. These collaborations 
have engaged F.A.C.E.S. in offering creative, 
innovative, whole systems programs 
bringing together an array of resources 
that meet the needs of the community. 
As a result, F.A.C.E.S. has succeeded in 
establishing a reputation for offering quality 
innovative trainings, workshops, and service 
programs. For more information please visit 
www.ebcrs.org.

Tiny House Village Program

In July 2020, East Bay partnered with Youth 
Spirit Artworks (YSA) to support its East 
Oakland Tiny House Village. This community 
partnership has been an opportunity 
to expand our Sacred Activism beyond 
our church walls. YSA is a Bay Area non-
profit interfaith organization that serves 
transitional-aged homeless youth and young 
adults ages 16-25. It provides youth with 
holistic wraparound services, allowing them 
to enhance their art and building skills, while 
providing job training, case management and 
other services they may need.

There are many ways that East Bay Church 
congregants collectively and individually 
lend support to Empowerment Village 
residents. In addition to our donations 
and volunteering, we intend to extend an 
invitation to The Tiny House Village residents 
to come and worship with us at EBCRS.

Our Homeless Encampment Outreach serves the following areas:

Oakland: 45th Street, 34th and Peralta, Mosswood Park, 6th Street,  
East 12th and 23rd Ave.

Berkeley: Frontage Road/University, Seabreeze/University, People’s Park

Emeryville: Shellmound/Ashby Exit
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Our Location!
“If not here, where else could we bring alive 
compassion, justice and liberation?” 
~ Jack Kornfield
“The Light of God surrounds us
The Love of God enfolds us
The Power of God protects us
The Presence of God watches over us
Wherever we are, God IS, and all is well.”
~ James Dillet Freedman

East Bay Church is nestled in Oakland, 
California, which is centrally located within 
the San Francisco Bay Area, neighboring 
Berkeley and Emeryville, and is a 15-minute 
drive across the Bay Bridge to San 
Francisco. There is a diverse ecosystem, 
including Lake Merritt, a freshwater estuary, 
and hiking in the redwoods of the extensive 
East Bay Regional Parks system.

East Bay Church of Religious Science is 
located in the popular Temescal District, 
a trendy up and coming neighborhood 
with many popular restaurants and retail 

shops that make it popular with young 
adults. The church is a few minutes walk 
from MacArthur Bart station and on the 
main strip of public transportation, at 
4130 Telegraph Avenue. The property 
sits on 5,588 square feet of land, with two 
buildings owned by the church valued 
at $7 million. Both buildings are used for 
church needs and as rental property. The 
layout of the property is easy to transform 
to fit the needs of the congregation or 
accommodate special events. Each building 
contains:
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Main Church 
 ■  A Sanctuary that holds 

300 people

 ■  5 Restrooms

 ■  3 Walk-in Storage 
Closets

 ■  Fellowship Hall/ 
Classroom

 ■  Prayer Room/
Meditation/Class Room

 ■  Mini Industrial kitchen

 ■  Between the Lines Book 
Store

 ■  Administrative Offices

 ■  Children Fellowship 
Space

Reverend E Building
 ■  3 Level Building- Top 

level 1,077 & Lower level 
1,208 sq. ft.

 ■  2 Minister Offices

 ■  Rental Offices for 
clinicians of the healing 
arts

 ■  2 Gathering/Meeting 
spaces

 ■  1 Classroom Seats 75 

 ■  3 Restrooms and 2 Full 
Bathrooms

 ■  2 Standard Kitchens

 ■   2 Administrative Offices 
and Copy Machines

 ■  Downstair Business 
Rental Space

The property also  
contains:
 ■  Small Parking Lot with 

20+ parking spaces

  ■   Painted Labyrinth

 ■  A Relaxing Garden off 
the entrance of the 
sanctuary

 ■  Most recently, a 
backyard fruit/
vegetable sustainable 
garden, being 
transformed into a 
church community food 
justice garden.

To learn more about the Bay 
Area, Oakland and Temescal 
visit the following links: 

SF Bay Area 
Oakland
Temescal
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Our Collective Vision for

“Like a door opening to welcome limitless possibilities, through  
our thoughts we can invite in physical healing, prosperity, right  
livelihood, loving relationships, creativity, and spiritual awakening.”
~ Life Visioning, Michael Beckwith p. 60

Our New Minister Covenant
Because I know that the highest Purpose of my New Minister is to 
glorify God, I therefore know that my New Minister is a Revelation 
of God as LOVE.

My New Minister is the fulfillment of that which has been promised 
by God, for it is written: “True love has the power to heal and 
transform any situation and bring deep meaning to our lives. Love 
is patient, love is kind. It always honors, always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.” ~Thich 
Nhat Hanh, 1 Corinthians 13

I see my New Minister revealed before me as a Beacon of LIGHT 
growing us with LOVE and WISDOM. Knowing that I and my 
beloved community must become that which we intend to bring 
forth and experience in our new minister, I now know these Truths 
about myself:

I am inspiring, uplifting and activating our community to live in 
HARMONY with all LIFE.

I am igniting individual and collective energetic movement toward 
SPIRITUAL TRUTHS and FREEDOM.

I am modeling and supporting profound levels of connection, 
HEALING, REVEALING and GROWTH in self and community.

I am cultivating an environment in which SOCIAL JUSTICE and 
CARE for the needs of our greater community is part of our 
culture.

I am engaging in MYSTICAL teachings and practices that support 
deep personal and collective transformation and connection to 
ONENESS.

Read the full covenant document

Our New Spiritual Leaders!
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Senior Minister Position Description
East Bay Church has adopted a co-leadership model, with the Senior Minister 
serving as Spiritual Leader and the COO serving as Operations Leader.
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Our Vision for Our Community!
We know the right and perfect minister(s) say yes to the call to serve as the Spiritual Leadership at East Bay Church of 
Religious Science. We too say yes to what we have been called to be together: a High-Vibration Community; a garden of love 
radiating as a blue green sphere, warm, loving, flexible, inclusive shining our light, radiating out to the broader community, 
blossoming; the infinite Power of the Divine.

“... we have been called to be 

together: a High-Vibration 

Community; a garden of love 

radiating as a blue green sphere, 

warm, loving, flexible, inclusive 

shining our light, radiating 

out to the broader community, 

blossoming; the infinite Power of 

the Divine.”


